wants 
the war 
to end’ 


The text below is part of a 
letter sent to a Peace News 
reader by a nurse working for 
one of the aid agencies in 
Lagos, Federal Nigeria. We’d 
like to thank both reader and 
nurse for permission to use it. 


The longer I stay here, the 
more frustrated I become. 
There is a large British ex- 
patriate community who dis- 
cuss the price of fish, and 
when they’re next going to 
have their hair done. 


The men (middle-aged hus- 
bands) are no better, and are 
only able to talk about the 
wickedness and corruption of 
the Nigerians. : 


Nigeria is certainly more 
racialist than South Africa, 
though not as blatantly so, 
the difference being that 50% 
of the African population is 
unemployed. 


There are five servants in the 
house I’m staying in. They get 
£6 each a month, which is 
pitifully low. 


Poverty 


When I try to discuss the war, 
no one is interested, except to 
moan that all imported goods 
have gone up in price. But as 
far as I can gather, no one 
wants the war to end, since it 
partially solves the unemploy- 
ment problem. 


The soldiers are paid £18 per 
month, and given a pair of 
boots. However, when the 
order comes for them to go 
into the bush to fight, there is 
mass desertion. 


The poverty in Lagos is 
horrible to see. Corrugated 
iron shacks, no water or light, 
housing 15 people at a time, 
face the Houses of Parliament 
which have been empty for 24 
years. 


Matches are split in half and 
sold singly, and children are 
deformed by their parents to 
make them beggars. 

Oh, how I want to leave Lagos! 
Do write and tell mé about 
life in London. It seems so far 
away. 


FRIDAY 14 MARCH 1969 


THIS WEEK 

2 special features 
on war-economy 
& war-psychology 
PAGES 2&6 


ONE SHILLING 


squatters family given rent-book 


GLC climb-down 


Kevin McGrath writes: The first solid—and vital—victory of the growing 
squatter movement in London came last week, with the decision of the 
Greater London Council to give a rent-book to Maggie O’Shannon. 


Maggie, who is a widow with two children, became the first actual squatter 
of the current wave when, with the backing of the Notting Hill Squatters, 
she moved on January 18 into a GLC-owned house in Camelford Road, 
Notting Hill. 

She had been living in a squalid, leaking basement flat a few doors away. 
This has now been condemned as unfit for human habitation. She was joined 
a few days later by the Matthews family, escaping from similar conditions. 


At first the Council blustered. But faced with a street united behind the 
squatters, and with the certainty of appalling publicity—at best—if they 
attempted an eviction, they accepted the inevitable and issued the rent-books. 


More Concessions 


More concessions have been wrung from Kensington and Chelsea Council, 
following the action of the squatters. The leader of the majority Tory group 
has announced that the Council will be introducing rate charges on empty 
property. 

Moreover, five families on the Council waiting list have been moved into 
Council-owned properties that have stood vacant for up to two years. 


But if the GLC has been forced to back-pedal in the name of suffering 
humanity and public relations in Notting Hill, it can be expected to hit back 
all the harder where this is politically possible. And the occupation last week 
of a derelict hotel in Drury Lane, by the Arts Lab-oriented “ Human Rights 


Group ”, looks the obvious target. 


SAIGON: More Repression 


A relief worker who was in Saigon 
till just after the recent Tet New 
Year holiday—i.e. before the new 
NLF offensive began—has had the 
following report forwarded to us 
by Susan Miles. 


The markets were crowded with 
shoppers. The streets were filled with 
crowds of people, visiting and being 
visited, giving and receiving presents 
and good wishes for the New Year. 


There were many Viet Cong in Saigon 
and the suburbs, distributing leaflets 
with Ho Chi Minh’s New Year Greet- 
ings and calling on the people to 
support the Viet Cong. 


I was told that the distributors were 
surrounded by sympathisers, not 
necessarily Communist, so that the 
police could not arrest them. 


‘Normality’ 


Behind the apparently gay normality 
is a different story, though many of 
the people themselves may not be 
aware of what is happeming 


The Government—insecure—becomes 
more and more repressive. All but 
one of the committee of the Students 
Union at Saigon University were 
arrested at the end of December and 
the beginning of January. 


The one who escaped is, of course, in 
hiding, but she has written a report 
which was given to me to bring out, 
though it has still to be translated. 


The only crime of the students is 
that they discuss peace. A report of 
one of their meetings, attended by 
non-students as well, said: 


“Tn a country where it is illegal 
to discuss peace, much of the dis- 
cussion was about how to put our 
ideas frankly and still be lawful.” 


‘A young Catholic priest and a lay- 


man, who have taken part in such 
activities, were called for questioning 
by the police many times during 
January. 


Dictatorship 


In one instance, the layman was 
questioned for 24 hours without a 
break. The questions are about meet- 
ings. ‘‘Why did you go?” “Who are 
the organisers?” The assumption is 
always that if peace is discussed, then 
Communists are behind it. 


I talked with a Buddhist monk, con- 
cerned with how to keep contact with 
the outside world in what he con- 
Sidered was going to be a very 
critical period for those who do not 
support the Government and the war. 


He told me that on the radio, during 
Tet, President Thieu had said he was 
prepared for a military dictatorship 
and would destroy the “ minority” 
who were in opposition. 


All these people I talked to looked 
very tired and strained, but by no 
means discouraged. 


‘| want 
the war 


AMERICA—One of about two 
dozen members of the Phila- 
delphia Emergency Committee 
on Nigeria/Biafra who 
picketed the British Consulate 
on South 12th Street last 
month. 


The Committee is just one of 
about 150 action groups in 
America concerned to stop the 
suffering and end the war. 
Photo by Peter Johnson. 
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SOUTH KOREA: A cemetery in Seoul where casualties of the Korean War are buried 


~WAR AND HUMAN WEAKNESS 
DAVID HOLBROOK 


War is a collective manifestation of 
individual human weakness of sense 
of identity. It marks the last des- 
perate attempt of the individuals in 
a community to feel real, and to feel 
alive, when they have been unable 
to satisfy these needs in other ways 
by collective action. 


It is, in other words, a group false 
solution—involving statesman and 
man-in-the-street—to the individual 
problem of accepting one’s own des- 
tructiveness, and one’s fear of this— 
one’s fear of one’s own hate. 


Identity 


Since the acceptance of our own 
hate is so painful that we are even 
willing to go to war to avoid it, it 
seems unlikely that humanity will 
easily solve the problem of escaping 
from its self-destructive impulses. 


For some five years now I have been 
studying object-relations psychology, 
chiefly the writings of Melanie Klein 
and others of this British psycho- 
analytical “school ”. 


In these writings I have been able to 
find what I was seeking as a writer 
—some deeper insights into the 
nature of human nature, and some 
clues as to the essential problems of 
identity and emotion. 

I felt I could not usefully go on as 
a writer until I had found some more 
objective insights than my own into 


our problems of love and hate, and 
possible ways of dealing with these. 


I could not accept Freud’s view, that 
aggression, hate, and destructiveness 
were innate manifestations of a 
“death instinct’. And I have never 
been attracted to Existentialism, be- 
cause it seemed to me such a schizoid 
philosophy—so blind to inner poten- 
tialities, to the development in each 
individual of a moral sense, and to 
the possibilities of the existence of 
values in the collocation of natural- 
istic ethical description. 


Fundamentally, I believe, Existen- 
tialism does not confront the major 
problem, which is the ethical problem 
of how we may each find our free- 
dom without seeking to fulfil our own 
destiny at the expense of others. 


Schizoid 


Not relishing the sense of futility con- 
veyed by Existentialism, nor _ its 
vindication of hate, I have tried to 
find an alternative approach to the 


problems of life in psycho- 
analytical writings. 
Here, where the problems of 


aggression and war are concerned, 
one of the best essays I know is by 
Joan Riviere, first published in 1937, 
on “Hate, Greed and Aggression ” in 
the book Love, Hate and Reparation. 


Interestingly enough, while the 
“death instinct” remains a bugbear 


in Kleinian theory, this essay demon- 
strated even so long ago as 1937 that 
this concept is unnecessary to explain 
our problem of hate. 


Recent attention to schizoid problems 
—our earliest problems of identity— 
have essentially developed from in- 
sights such as are explored by Dr 
Riviere. The implications of such 
Kleinian writing are painful and un- 
comfortably disturbing, and so they 
have not become fashionable, as the 
Philogapiites of Sartre have, by con- 
ast. 


Survival 


Perhaps the reason for their un- 
fashionableness is that  object- 
relations theories in psychology 
oblige us to accept responsibility for 
our own hate and guilt—they lend no 
support to the Rousseau-inspired 
myth of “original innocence”, with 
the blame for all our ills put on 
“ society”. Our ills are our inevitable 


ills, consequences of maturational 
accident, and the price of being 
human. 


To me, there seems much in Fair- 
bairn, Winnicott, and Melanie Klein 
of value to our modern predicament, 
and it is interesting to note how much 
R, D. Laing accepts this, even from 
his own divergent path in the study 
of problems of identity. 


The results of my study, however, 
have not given me any easy hopes 
for the survival of the world, be- 
eause they reveal that the human 
tendency to hate is so much bound 
up ho our need to feel alive and 
real, 


War, that is to say, is bound up with 
our urge to seek to survive. What 
can we do about this, since now this 
Bey OF surviving threatens survival 
itself? 


The fundamental problem is that 
greed is indivisible from our need to 
stay alive: that is, from the first, we 
need to incorporate to survive. This 
becomes a psychic as well as a 
physical urge. 

From the urgency of the primal life- 
seeking greed of the infant springs 
our probiem of hate—for hate is but 
a manifestation of the “taking” 
impulse, by which we take in life 
itself at first. 


Hate is not the opposite to love 
(which would be indifference): hate 
is the urge to coerce someone into 
being what we want them to be, be- 
cause we need them. 


Phantasy 


From the beginning as infants, our 
urge to stay alive, and to feel real 
and continuous, is bound up with 
bodily sensations of hunger. When we 
were thwarted or frustrated, these 
feelings of hunger to survive would 
surge up in our infancy and some- 
times feel as if they were choking us, 
or were scooping out our. insides. 


In desperation we would exert these 
feelings on others, in phantasy, seek- 
ing to empty them, in order to 
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‘war Is the final flight from constructiveness’ 
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survive. But since we dimly appre- 
hended that our survival depended 
on these others, while we were not 
altogether sure we were a different 
person from them, our need to 
survive often seemed to threaten to 
destroy our whole world. 


There are many consequences of 
these rudimentary feelings of hate 
and identity which remain in our 
psychic world, throughout our lives, 
from these earliest sensations, and 
our adult world is unconsciously driv- 
en by them. The child’s ego is a 
“mouth ” ego, as Fairbairn said, and 
the adult self contains vestiges of 
such orai hate. 


One consequence in adult life is that 
dependence is always felt to be 
dangerous: our need for others feels 
as if it may destroy us. In so far as 
our original object let us down, we 
Sm being dependent on an object at 
all. 


One way out of this situation is to 
pretend that we are not dependent 
on others—we can get on very well 
by ourselves, we need not consider 
the feelings of others, nor our own 
feelings towards them. 


Projection 


We need not, in fact, be human—a 
solution to the problem of hate 
characteristically embodied in the 
James Bond myth, in Nazism, and 
forms of aggressive nationalism. 


Another consequence is projection— 
the human capacity to pretend that 
the painful feelings of destructive- 
ness and hate that cause us such 
anxiety are not within us. 

By a process of psychic splitting-off, 
we pretend that our hate belongs 
“elsewhere ”. It is not in oneself. It 
may not be allowed to rémain in us 
to contaminate our “purity”. (If it 
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does, we may not remain good enough 
to survive.) 


Badness, in short, can be blamed 
(projected) on others. Badness is in 
Jews, “filthy Soviet revisionists ”, 
coloured people, “Commies ”, 
Arabs—and can justifiably (and right- 
eously) be attacked in them, since it 
is not now “in” us. 

Keeping it “split-off” “in” them, 
and attacking it there, guarantees our 
purity. 


Emptiness 


This mechanism is at the root of that 
predatory moralising which Werner 
Pelz condemns—and it was at the 
root of the Inquisition, all “ Holy” 
wars, and the witch-hunts of Salem. 


(Black Power has simply inverted the 
“Final Solution”, and encourages 
black people to project all their hate 
on to white people.) 


This is no doubt the fundamental 
problem, where war is concerned. The 
psychological processes behind the 
drive to war are perhaps explained in 
some such way as this. 


Each of us has the continuous prob- 
lem of maintaining an identity which 
feels strong enough and good enough 
to survive. 


But the experience of hate and greed, 
not least in association with the urge 
to survive, has left us with a threat 
of potential inward emptiness, and 
with the feeling that we have a 
dangerous capacity to “empty” 
others. 


Since we depend on others, to empty 
them may be to threaten ourselves. 
So our fear of our destructiveness is 
a fear of weakness and loss of exis- 
tence. 


There are two ways of dealing with 
such fears. One is to take to what 
the Kleinians call “reparation ” — 
that is, to seek to fill the emptiness 
and to overcome our guilt (at the 
possible damage we have caused by 
destructive phantasy) with construc- 
tive, altruistic acts of “ giving”. 


By love and sacrifice we can get more 
in touch with ourselves and others, 
discovering human beings as real 
people who are far less threatening 
than the images we may weave of 
them in our paranoiac phantasies. 
Thereby we can gradually feel more 
whole and alive, too. 


Contempt 


In terms of relationships between 
communities, “reparation” means 
the promotion of individual under- 
standing and sympathy. But it also 
involves each individual in acceptance 
of his own weaknesses—and the 
tolerance of the weaknesses of others. 


In this way, others can come to seem 
less threatening: we can then feed 
them, or clothe them, or let them 
govern themselves, without seeming 
to be fostering dangers of attack on 
ourselves. This is, however, painful, 
because we have to swallow our own 
guilt and weakness in the process. 


If we see others as good and real, we 
cannot so ensily project our own hate 
over them, and pretend they are only 
fit for our contempt and attack (while 
we, by contrast, are “ strong”). 


In consequence of becoming tolerant 
of others, however, we have to bear 
our hate and deal with our fears of 
our own destructiveness: this fear 
threatens our survival. 


To love our neighbours as ourselves 
thus brings a fear of loss of identity, 
even if it can ultimately bring greater 
inner resources. Could America bear 
peace? Professor Jules Henry sug- 
gests Western countries need their 
Great Fear myths to maintain a false 


sense of identity and the morale of 
the economy. 


Fascist countries attack writers and 
artists because in their work they 
promote sympathy, and thus under- 
mine the false paranoiac group 
solution to which reaction clings. 


Fascism splits “ pure ” goodness from 
projected hate (we’re pure, “they” 
are degenerate) so that the bad shan’t 
contaminate the good (mini-skirts v. 
traditional Greek values, etc). 


The artist seeks to include both bad 
and good in the same individual—so 
he is an enemy to the “State”, and 
its cohesion by the false solutions of 
“pure hate”. Therefore, the Nazis 
neglected their universities and con- 
demned “ degenerate ” art. Rauschu- 
ing said there was to be no “ weak- 
ness and tenderness ” in Nazi youth: 
to be weak and human was impure. 


This concern with “purity” nearly 
always goes with the paranoiac pro- 
jection of the destructiveness in one- 
self that one fears. The strength of 
the group gains morale from facing 
an enemy. 


One consequence is to make others 
more threatening than they really 
are (which is what America used to 
do to Russia and now seeks to do to 
China). Projection of “evil” also re- 
lieves inward pain because it 
reassures a community that the 
dangers, the threats to survival, are 
not “ within ’’ us. 


Sabotage 


The body of the community can 
thereby be kept strong and pure, by 
the export of the hate that otherwise 
threatens internal sabotage. This ex- 
plains the frequent recourse to war 
by countries which have a weak or 
collapsing economy, or which are so 
divided by internal strife that the 
whole identity of the country seems 
threatened. 


Today (as is recognised in the 
finance pages of the press) war 
strengthens both the economy and the 
national identity of America, and 
helps overcome the sense of futility 
and weakness in its community life. 


There is a glowing sense of vindica- 
tion (‘‘ morale ”’) in a country at war, 
based on the belief that war is an 
attempt to contro] danger—the 
danger (of course) being in others. 
As Joan Riviere says: 


“Tt is always the uncontrollable 
character of one’s desire and 
aggression, and one’s helplessness 
in face of these impulses, that is 
most dreaded.” 


This inward fear in individuals is ex- 
ported by a group resistance to 
“threat”. The ‘external menace” 
(Communism) may be duplicated by a 
concern with an internal menace— 
some section of the community 
(Jews, coloured people) is taken to 
represent harm, and there must be a 
“solution”, which is to attack or 
destroy the group: e.g. “The Final 
Solution ” to Aryan purity. 


Vitality 


In phantasy, omnipotence brings 
security, because it brings the _in- 
ternal dangers of hate, symbolically, 
under control. In fact, of course, there 
is no individual gain. But power 
seems to guarantee vitality against 


the threat of extinction (and 
individual identity actually seems 
stronger—so there were fewer 


suicides in wartime). Dr Riviere goes 
on: 
“Starting a war, and thus deflect- 
ing or localising the disruptive 
forces, is quite typical of omni- 
potent self-defensive measures.” 


Essentially too, “the need for power 


springs directly from our incapacity 
to tolerate either sacrifices for others 
or dependence on others”, 


But the apparently “ constructive ” 
aims of war are based on the fallacy 
of excessive omnipotence, which can 
never reduce the dangers it sets out 
to control, since they are really 
within the individuals caught up in 
the group psychopathology. The 
cycles of hate only drive them to 
further violence and hate, as we 
have seen, and shall see now, in the 
Middle East. 


Sacrifice 


The only possible alternative is for 
group activities to be devised in 
which it is possible for each individual 
to bear his own weaknesses, and for 
the group to tackle the feelings of 
weakness of identity of the com- 
munity by constructive effort—which 
means learning to trust human nature 
in ourselves and others. 


This means that we must become able 
to swallow the pains of being 
human: and this we find it hard to 
bear. It will, I believe, be impossible 
to achieve this in an acquisitive 
society, because in such a society 
identity is based on hate—a “ be- 
coming” at the expense of others— 
and on taking and “ getting on”. 


War is the ultimate expression of 
this. To really achieve peace means 
ame the:: basis of society. But 
ow? 


There may be hope in the increasing 
fear of war, now war has become so 
fearful. Perhaps now we shall be 
forced to see war as the ultimate ex- 
pression of weakness—of a fear of 
being human, and of being dependent 
on others. 


War is the final flight from construc- 
tiveness and sacrifice—that is, from 
accepting the pain of giving to others 
and giving way to others, in acknow- 
ledgment of common needs. It is a 
false solution to deep fears of ex- 
tinction, but now, since it threatens 
universal extinction, it can no longer 
provide even illusory security. 


Treacnery 


The treachery of its lure as a seem- 
ing manifestation of strength is ex- 
posed now that unlimited resources 
are available for the expression of 
hate: in the H-Bomb we begin to 
see what hate means as the ultimate 
dehumanisation. 


People who yell for war are scream- 
ing for this hate solution to the 
problem of identity. Their attitude is 
like that of a suicide who desires to 
kill himself to feel real and alive. But 
it is a form of incorporation that now 
means total extinction. 


What we need at present, therefore, 
is urgent attention to the problem of 
how the individual psyche can be un- 
wound from its self-deceptions over 
war. And this requires deep subjec- 
tive insights that will enable us to 
break out of our libidinal attachment 
to the false way of feeling strong and 
real. 


David Holbrook is well-known for his 
writings on educational, psycho- 
analytic, and cultural problems. 


Geoff Minish 
THE GENERAL 


If game is scarce 

or out of season 

he takes his shotgun 

and stalks hummingbirds 
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IRELAND: PD takes on Republic 


Kevin McGrath writes: Rather to the 
surprise of the People’s Democracy 
(PD) of Belfast, Michael Farrell was 
not jailed when he appeared in court 
at Banbridge, County Down (not 
Bannside, as I wrote last week) on 
Thursday, March 6, to answer charges 
arising from the Newry march. 


Instead, after defending himself im- 
pressively, he was given two £25 fines. 
Paul Campbell, however, was given 
two sentences of two months, to run 
concurrently. 


The fact that Campbell had already 
been fined heavily on a _ previous 


BRUSSELS: Big 


anti-NATO rally 


From 10,000 to 20,000 people (police 
say the former, organisers say the 
latter) took part in last Sunday’s anti- 
NATO rally in Brussels, organised by 
the Front Belge contre VOTAN. 


As well as contingents from all over 
Belgium (this was one ‘issue that 
transcended the Fieming-Walloon rift, 
and most banners were bi-lingual) 
there were parties from France, Ger- 
many, Scandinavia, Holland—in fact, 
from most of Western Europe, with 
the apparent exception of parochial 
Britain. 

Which could be one reason why the 
London Times, in its minuscule re- 
port, completely failed to mention the 
march, but instead gave space to an 
account of a clash following the 
march proper, in which about 500 
people failed to break through police 
cordons to get to the motorway lead- 
ing to the SHAPE headquarters. 


Tear-gas 


During this incident one home-made 
fire-bomb was thrown, and _ con- 
temptuously kicked aside by a police 
man. Several tear-gas grenades were 
fired by the riot police, to the dismay 
of their non-riot colleagues, who had 
not been issued with masks, and were 
gi along with the demonstra- 
rs. 


Police-horses were used, and some 
batons. The atmosphere, however, was 
—by local standards—reasonably 
good-tempered. 


The incident was a predictable out- 
come of the organisers’ decision to 
dispense with anything that could 
have served as a climax to the demon- 
stration. Even the inevitable speeches 
preceded the march through the city, 
which was then optimistically ex- 
pected to disperse as soon as the route 
was completed. 


In the course of these speeches, it was 
announced that the Front Belge 
contre V’OTAN intends to set up a 
regular office, and to combine organ- 
ising actions with running a draft- 
counselling service. 


Ere eee 
Martin Luther King 


Memorial Foundation 


Mrs Coretta King 
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occasion, on a charge of assaulting a 
policeman, went hard against him. 
He is at present out on bail, waiting 
to appeal. 


The decision by PD to move into 
organising squatting—taken in the 
aftermath of the election, largely 
under the influence of the appalling 
housing conditions revealed in the 
course of canvassing, e.g. a one- 
bedroom flat with two parents and 11 
children—led to a preliminary action 
on Tuesday, March 4. 


The pattern of moving from token 
actions to actual occupations, 
employed by the London Squatters, is 
being followed by PD. Tuesday’s 
action was a symbolic occupation of 
Fannun House, an office block in 
Belfast that has stood empty for many 
months since its completion. It lasted 
for one afternoon. 


Dramatic 

Now PD has its eyes on empty 
property belonging to Queen’s 
University. 


The next major demonstration will be 
towards the end of this month, when 
a march on Stormont will take place. 


It is expected that this will be in 
advance of the passage of the new 
Public Order Act, with its promised 
increased penalties on demonstrators. 


An Easter march is also being plan- 
ned, from Belfast to Dublin. The aim 
is to show that PD is well aware that 
Civil Rights—such as the right to a 
home and a job—are lacking in the 
Republic, and that the Dublin Govern- 
ment is in many ways as repressive as 
the Stormont one, and in some ways 
more so. 


PD’s expeditionary force could well 
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have a beneficial catalytic effect on 
the situation in the Republic. 


What with the Dublin Housing Action 
Committee—plus the growth of 
student unrest in Trinity and in 
University College, Dublin (where 
students, in co-operation with many 
staff, suspended lectures for three 
days this week, and instead held mass 
seminars on university reform)— 
something dramatic is probably build- 
ing up, after decades of political 
stagnation. 


PD has demonstrated a remarkable 
ability to react rationally, responsibly, 
and yet radically in the face of very 
difficult situations. Its style could 
profitably be copied by PD’s opposite 
numbers in the Republic. 


Anybody in London interested in go- 
ing across to take part at Easter, or 
in helping support activities nearer 
home, should contact: Neil Morrison, 
211 Ladbroke Grove, Wil. Tel 969 
0915. 


Lanza del Vasto 


arrives in Britain 


Helen Mayer writes: This week Lanza 
del Vasto, to whom Gandhi gave the 
name of Shantidas (Giver of Peace), 
is coming to London. 


He will speak at Friends House next 
Tuesday, March 18, during the Gandhi 
Centenary Commemoration arranged 
by Friends Peace and International 
Relations Committee: at the WRI (3 
Caledonian Road, N1) on the 19th: 
and at the open meeting of the Lon- 
don School of Non-Violence in the 
erypt of St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
Trafalgar Square, on the 20th. 


A Sicilian prince, Lanza del Vasto 
founded a rural Gandhian community 
in France in 1948 which he called the 
Communaute de I’Arche. He launched 
the “Action Civique Nonviolente ” 
movement, which engaged in direct 
action against nuclear arms and in- 
justice. 

He has also used non-violent direct 
action in trying to influence the 
Vatican Council, especially in its de- 
cisions regarding war and peace. 


CND’s ‘Easter Parade’ 


Plans are being made to use balloons, 
kites, and tin-foil strips to demon- 
strate the futility of the Fylingdales 
Early Warning System, on Easter 
Saturday. 


This will be only one of the actions 
planned along the route of the two- 
pronged CND Easter “March”, 
which will start on Good Friday from 
Scotland and Wales, to unite on 
Easter Sunday for an action at 
Ruislip USAF Base, and for Easter 
Monday’s new-style route from 
Hampstead Heath via Speaker’s 
Corner to Trafalgar Square. 


Meetings of one sort or another are 
planned for 12 towns and cities along 
the route, including Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh, Newcastle, Sheffield, Coventry, 
Swansea, Cardiff, and Salisbury. 


Service 


Actions are also planned for bases 
and other war-machine sites, in- 
cluding Porton, Faslane, Caerwent, 
Aldermaston, and Burghfield. 


Among those who have already 
promised to speak at meetings are 
Winifred Ewing, Scottish Nationalist 
MP, and Nguyen Thi Binh, acting 
leader of the NLF delegation at the 
Paris talks. 


Mrs Binh will, for example, be speak- 
ing in the ruins of the old Coventry 
Cathedral, where Father Simon Blake 
will be conducting an ecumenical 
service on the Sunday. 


Observers 


Buses will be going every day from 
London to join both of the routes, and 
there will also be buses from many 
regional centres. Details can be 
obtained from CND, 14 Gray’s Inn 
Road, London WC1, 01-CHA 3872/3. 
(People planning to go by indepen- 
dent means had best contact CND in 
advance if they are going to need 
accommodation.) 

So far CND’s main trouble with 
accommodation is in Sheffield, where 
the Council has refused to help in any 
way, and the schools will not be 
available. 

On March 1, Sheffield police need- 
lessly and provocatively made a 
number of arrests at an anti-Vietnam 
demonstration, the pretext being the 
refusal of some marchers to march 
six abreast. Fines of up to £35 have 
been imposed as a result. 


CND has asked the National Council 
for Civil Liberties to send observers 
at Easter to keep an eye on the 
Sheffield police. 


OXFORD: Sit-in 
against Elliott 


Automation 


Hugh Miall writes: The Oxford Peace 
Action Group (PAG) had a sit-in in 
the Randolph Hotel at Oxford on 
Tuesday, February 25, when person- 
nel from Elliott Automation Ltd were 
interviewing candidates for jobs. 


We took the opportunity to interview 
them ourselves. Two of us went into 
rooms where the interviewing was 
taking place, and argued with the 
Elliott employees. 


Meanwhile, about 20 people staged a 
10-minute sit-in in the foyer, stopping 
when the hotel manager threatened 
to prefer civil charges, and shortly 
before the police arrived. 


We got ourselves into the local press 
with a statement about why we had 
done it, linking the action with NON- 
VAC, which was the aim of the 
demonstration. 


The line taken by Elliott was predict- 
able: “You ought to be on at the 
politicians, not business”, and “I’m a 
near-pacifist myself ’—or, “I’ve done 
my National Service, you know, and 
had a lot of experience—what right 
have you students got to lay down the 
law?” 

The man I argued with began by 
saying that, if Elliott had any stuff in 
Vietnam, he’d get out of his job—and 
ended with him arguing, ‘“ Well, we 
don’t have very much out there”. 


Oxford PAG has also set up a Stop- 
arms-to-Biafra Campaign, to co-ordin- 
ate the various University Groups 
opposed to the arms-supply. 


The Oxford campaign has _ brought 
together Oxford RSSF (Revolutionary 
Socialist Students Federation), Labour 
Club, PPU, Quakers, UNA Group, the 
Communist Society, Liberals, and the 
two main undergraduate magazines, 
to mention but a few. 


Greece: Junta’s 
moment of truth 


An extremely fine account, with photo- 
graphs, of the enormous demonstra- 
tion in Athens which:emerged round 
the funeral cortege of ex-Prime 
Minister Papandreou on November 3 
last year, has just been published in 
ie by Patriotic Front Publica- 
ions. 


The booklet (which costs 6s, including 
postage) is made up of two deeply 
emotional eye-witness reports—‘ We 
all went one by one, at the most two 
by two. And suddenly we found our- 
selves in a dream ”"—of the massive 
anti-junta demonstration by 500,000 
mourners. 


There is also a short appendix of two 
statements by the Patriotic Front, the 
Left resistance organisation. 


Copies of the booklet, called ‘‘ Moment 
of Truth”, are available from: 
Patriotic Front Publications, 3 Inver 
Court, Inverness Terrace, London W2. 


DENMARK: Arms to 
Nigeria stopped 


Inger Holst writes from Denmark: 
During February, the Danish Sea- 
men’s Union and others discovered 
that a Danish ship was going to take 
arms from a German harbour to 
Nigeria. 

Much publicity was given to this, 
and a protest made to the Foreign 
Minister, who did what he could. 


Though this particular ship could not 
be stopped, we have now ensured 
that no other Danish ship will be 
allowed to carry arms to Kigeria in 
the future. 


Clashes 
imminent 
between 
Gypsies 

and Council 


Kevin McGrath writes: Another clash 
between a London Borough and de- 
fiant travellers is imminent. And 
according to Grattan Puxon, Secre- 
tary of the Gypsy Council, “ this 
could be the biggest confrontation 
yet”. 

On Tuesday night, as we went to 
press, Newham Council were to con- 
sider a recommendation of its Plan- 
ning Committee that it should move 
on all traveller families illegally 
squatting on sites in the Borough. 


It was expected that the recommenda- 
tion would be accepted, which could 
mean a move by the Council in the 
very near future. 


There are, in all, about 50 families, 

most of them on a piece of land off 

the East Ham and Barking by-pass, 

which has elementary facilities, such 

as water, and which has been avail- 

ae in the past to the Showman’s 
uild. 


Some travellers have been there for 
up to eight months, and a number 
of children from the site are attend- 
ing local schools. 


The travellers are not newcomers to 
the area. Traditional sites, which have 
been used for generations, have been 
taken over for re-development pro- 
grammes—notably a site in Canning 
Town behind Rathbone Market. 


Conference 


Newham Council has refused to pro- 
vide any official, even temporary, site. 
A scheme drawn up about two years 
ago, by Council officials in consulta- 
tion with travellers, for a temporary 
site at Jenkin’s Lane was quietly 
dropped. 


“The travellers are demanding that 
they should be allowed to stay where 
they are for two months, and that a 
temporary site should be available for 
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next winter”, explained Grattan. 


If the Council tries to go ahead re- 
gardless, taking advantage of the 
continuing refusal of the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government to 
bring into force the section of the 
Caravan’s Act that would oblige local 
authorities tc provide sites, they 
could be biting off more than they 
can chew. 


The Social Commission of the Council 
of Europe has asked the Gypsy 
Council to arrange a conference in 
May, and a tour of trouble spots, as a 
result of the Gypsy Council’s sub- 
mission of evidence of harassment of 
travellers in Britain. 


It is planned to hold this conference 
in the West Midlands. One side-effect 
of the decision appears to be that 
Walsall Council, of ill-repute, is easing 
off on its treatment of travellers. 


Contact: Grattan Puxon, 14 Princes 
Avenue, London N3, 349 9427. 


Nixon ‘reluctant’ to 


bomb North 


Bodies sacrificed in the new NLF 
“offensive ’’ are gathered up by 
the other side for their ritual body 
count. The dead men are said to 
have been North Vietnamese 
regular troops. 


‘They were’ killed by South 
Vietnamese Rangers after aerial 
bombardment of Bien Hoa village, 
18 miles north of Saigon, on Febru- 
ary 27. 


The Nixon Administration is re- 
ported to be reluctant to resume 
the bombing of North Vietnam in 
retaliation for the new offensive in 
the South. 


'The NLF and North Vietnam claim 


Vietnam 


that the offensive is itself in 
retaliation for the greatly stepped 
up American and South Vietnamese 
operations in the South in recent 
months. 


America still has not announced 
unequivocally its intention of with- 
drawing its troops from South 
Vietnam and ceasing to try to exer- 
cise domination in the area. 


Until then, the Paris peace talks 


will hardly be meaningful and the 


remorseless body count will go on. 
Thirty-two thousand Americans, it 
is reported, have now been killed 
in Vietnam, which is only 1,000 
fewer than the number killed in the 
Korean War. 


BIAFRA: MORE STARVATION, MORE FIGHTING 


Roger Moody writes: More starvation, 
more proffered aid, more fighting, 
more anger than at any other time 
this year. That sums up the Nigeria/ 
Biafra situation as it was last week, 
and as it is likely to be in the weeks 
to come. 


While President Nixon has noted 
there is ‘‘ widely conflicting informa- 
tion” over food requirements in 
Biafra—and appointed his own repre- 
sentative, Professor Clarence Fer- 
guson, to “seek ways to get more 
food to civilian victims ”—among 
observers in Biafra there is little 
doubt that the food situation is get- 
ting worse. 


As Winston S. Churchill reported in 
The Times on Monday, March 3, the 
Kwashiorkor, resulting from protein 
deficiency, has undoubtedly decreased, 
but now the total starvation, resulting 
from lack of any kind, has begun. 


The only route for supplies remains 
the Uli airstrip, which is bombed 
almost nightly. 


Aid Ship 

The Uli attacks have forced the Joint 
Church Aid nightly airlifts, of 120 
tons or more, down to 70. American 
air-crews walked off the airlift three 
weeks ago, in protest at the bombing 
and the lack of “ danger money ”. 


In Copenhagen it has been announced 
that new crews are to be sent to Sao 
Tome, and that the number of flights 
from the island is again picking-up. 
Two of the Church relief organisa- 
tions, Africa Concern (administering 
body for the Joint Biafra Famine 
Appeal) and Forderungsgesellschaft 


of Germany, have inaugurated 
additional flights to Uli from Libre- 
ville, capital of Gabon, at the rate of 
one a night. 


Given more supplies, and a second 
plane, it is hoped to step-up the 
flights to four a night, and make the 
airlift a regular concern. The Biafra 
Aid Ship (Peace News, Feb 28) will 
contribute much of its supplies to 
Libreville. 


Arms Routes 


The ship will now leave in mid-April, 
and its sponsors include Lord Brock- 
way and Cardinal Heenan. At present, 
however, responses by manufacturers 
to appeals for goods have been very 
disappointing. 

Jean Mayer, Professor of Nutrition at 
Harvard University, who returned 
from Biafra on February 14, has 
stated that the famine “is much 
worse than anything I’ve ever seen in 
India and other parts of Africa. It is 
so severe that even if they pull 
through, there will be diminished 
physiques and diminished mental 
capacity.” 

Both sides go on receiving arms by 
devious routes. On February 26, 
Biafrans claimed to have captured 
not only an important “ enemy loca- 
tion” on the Okigwi-Afikpo road, but 
also 20,000 rounds of NATO ammuni- 
tion (Financial Times, Feb 27). 


Earlier, they claimed through “ diplo- 
matic sources in Europe” that 
Nigeria has ordered large quantities 
of ammunition and war material from 
Turkey, through a Turkish agent, 
handling the deal on “behalf of a 


British manufacturing firm, Brianza 
Export Ltd (Air-Power) ”’. 


The extent of France’s support for 
Biafra is still difficult to determine. 
Last week, Pierre Messmer, French 
Minister for the Armed _ Forces, 
“admitted” that the Biafrans were 
using French arms, but maintained 
they came from arsenals in the Ivory 
Coast and Gabon. 


A recent Parliamentary delegation to 
Nigeria, led by M. Achille-Fould, is 
said to have assured General Gowon 
that France has no intention of recog- 
nising Biafra, and that “ we have no 
interests ” in the country. 


France’s ‘‘ National Biafra Day” has 
now been arranged for March 16, but 
the French Foreign Ministry has been 
at pains to assure the Nigerians that 
the event is purely “ humanitarian ”. 


Colonei Ojukwu has now declared all 
British property in Biafra forfeit be- 
cause of UK arms supplies to Nigeria, 
and what he refers to as “British 
plans for genocide ”. 


UK Needs 


However, Chief Awolowo has told the 
First Association of Chambers of Com- 
merce in Lagos that, by 1973, 
Nigeria’s petroleum exports could 
meet 25% of total UK needs (more 
than double its present amount). 


Current Shell-BP shipments from the 
Nigerian Mid-West, and from former 
Biafran-held areas, are in fact almost 
half of what they were the day before 
the war stopped production entirely 
—though only one major oil-field 
(Ebuocha) apparently remains in 
Biafran hands. 


Nonetheless, Shell-BP is expected to 
treble its expenditure in Nigeria this 
year to £N45 million—“ certainly the 
largest ever investment for a single 
year in Nigeria” (Financial Times, 
March 4). 

The sum will cover new pipelines and 
extensions to present ones, including 
a new £N6 million pipeline complex 
to link fields in the Rivers State, taken 
over by Federal forces in 1968. 


‘In Principle’ 


Says Bridget Bloom (Financial Times, 
March 1): “ The new Shell-BP invest- 
ment has far-reaching implications. 
The company appears to feel con- 
fident that its investment, much of it 
pases Biafran territory, will be 
safe.” 


Confidence in the Nigerian forces is 
nonetheless being badly shaken. The 
furore in Britain over civilian bomb- 
ings, and the transparent and contra- 
dictory justifications for it given by 
Brigadier Ogundipe, should not over- 
pape ak what is happening on the 
eld 


Reliable reports from close to the 
front say that the Biafrans have sur- 
rounded Owerri, and a fortnight ago 
were reported to be only 30 miles 
from the oil-tanker terminal and pre- 
dominantly Ibo town of Port 
Harcourt. 


As we go to press it seems likely that 
the war will be hotly debated im the 
Commons towards the end of this 
week, and that the British Govern- 
ment may, under pressure, agree “in 
principle” to an international arms 
embargo. y 


6 Peace News 14 March 1969 


‘the links of 
the chain are 
clearly forged’ 


ALAN SOPHRIN 


AMERICAN 
BUSINESS 
AND WAR 


No one in America denies that war is good for 
American business. But most Americans flatly 
refuse to accept this fact as anything but pure 
coincidence. - 

The dominant American belief is that what benefit 
business derives from war comes as an accidental 
by-product. Almost all Americans believe that we 
never go to war for the express purpose of helping 
business by speeding up and expanding the 
economy with the production demands of war. 


These Americans never conceive of a nation act- 
ing, much as an individual often does, in response 
to inner pressures rather than with conscious 
intention. They realise that a normally peace- 
loving individual, driven by an inner compulsion, 
may kill. But they never think of a nation doing 
so for the same reason. 


Thus they remain unaware that America goes to 
war because it is compelled to by a chain of inner 
pressures. These Americans never face the shock- 
ing truth that this chain exists and that it leads 
directly from American business to war. 


It is a strong chain, but a short one. It has only 
seven links, which can be detailed step by step. 


Corporation 


The first of these is American business’s constant 
and imperative need for a high and stable total 
national purchasing power—our ability as a nation 
to buy what we produce. (In his book, The New 
Industrial State, John Kenneth Galbraith calls it 
“ aggregate demand ”.) 


Our national economy is no longer dominated by 
individual entrepreneurs willing to accept the risk 
of wide fluctuations in demand as a way of life. 
Now, instead, we have an economy dominated by 
about 500 huge corporations. alba Says 
these 500 form what he calls a “techno- 
structure ”’.) 


A NICE LITTLE WAR 


“ Recruiting into the armed forces over the 
last 12 months has not been good. 

“ British forces have not been in action 
anywhere in the world. No one has been 
killed or wounded in action anywhere in 


the world in the last 12 months—the first 
time this has happened in this century. 
“1 hope that goes on for many more years. 
But the trouble, ’m afraid, is that a nice 
little war going on somewhere is a good 
recruiting sergeant.” 

GERRY REYNOLDS, Minister of Defence, 
House of Commons, March 6, 


Z 


The technostructure cannot afford the old- 
fashioned boom-and-bust fluctuations. Its invest- 
ments are too large, its technology too expensive, 
and its organisation too intricate. So business 
today needs to provide itself with a high and 
stable aggregate demand. 


The second link in the chain is forged by the 
manner in which business meets this need. It 
substitutes control for the forces of the market. 
Business has substituted its own controls over 
prices, wages, supply, and individual demand, and 
it does the same in the case of aggregate demand. 
This is true even though we still live by the con- 
venient myth that all these are controlled by the 
forces of the market. 


Mythology 


Business, in other words, no longer depends on 
our needs and caprices to create our individual 
demand. By highly sophisticated methods, it 
enters our psyches and creates our needs for us. 
Prices, for example, are not determined by the 
market, but by the vast technostructure’s own 
profit margin requirements. 


The third link in the chain is business’s employ- 
ment of the Federal Government as the agency 
used to control aggregate demand. It must use 
the Federal Government because no other agency 
has a large enough purchasing power to exercise 
and maintain the needed control. 

By buying enough, and varying what it buys 
according to economic conditions, the Federal 
Government can see to it that aggregate demand 
ore at the necessary high level and remains 
stable. 


The fourth link in the chain is our American 
mythology about Government spending. Having 
the Government as a huge customer would not, in 
and of itself, lead us to war. Governments need 
not buy only weapons. They can buy schools, 


_hospitals, and such transcendent commodities as 


culture. 

But in America we are still trapped in a 
mythology that makes us just a little suspicious of 
spending federal money for the public good. We 
still hold to the belief (or at least, the people we 
send to Congress still think we do) that such 
expenditures will deprive us of sacred freedoms. 


We have no such qualms about spending the 
money on weapons. Spending federal money on 
weapons does not, we in America are convinced, 
deprive us of any freedoms. We are especially 
convinced of this when the federal money is paid 
to American business to build weapons at a profit. 
This preserves freedom. 

Which leads us to the fifth link in the chain—the 
Permanent Enemy. Even vast federal spending 


for weapons need not, by itself, lead us to war. It 
is possible, for example, that we might buy huge 
stacks of weapons and never use them. 


But what is not possible is that we would continue 
buying the weapons if we had no Enemy. To main- 
tain high aggregate demand, we must buy guns, 
and to justify buying guns, we must have an 
Enemy. 


The sixth link in the chain is, therefore, the 
maintenance of that Enemy’s credibility. Our 
Enemy must romain ever credible. We must 
never stop believing that he is a danger to us. 
And we have found that the perfect way to forge 
this link is through the use of an Ideological 
Enemy. 

Existing in our minds, the Ideological Enemy will 
not, as a national Enemy might, become weak or 
unhostile, or too familiar to be feared, and thus 
lose his credibility as an Enemy. 

We come, then, to the seventh and final link in 
the chain—the necessity for war. The most 
frightening Enemy, ideological or otherwise, can- 
not remain credible if there is never war. Our 
minds cannot forever maintain an image of the 
Enemy’s hostilit' if there is never bloodshed. 
So—sooner or later, there must be war. 


(Another noticeable advantage of the Ideological 
Enemy iis that when the time comes for war, we 
have the option of choosing to fight in any nation 
in which the Enemy Ideology exists. We can thus 
aa small nations which cannot hurt us too 
much. 


Powertul 


So the links of the chain are clearly forged. Link 
number one is American business’s need for a 
high and stable aggregate demand. Link number 
two is business’s ability to substitute its own con- 
trols for that of the market. 


Link number three is the employment of the 
Federal Government to control aggregate demand. 


Link number four is the mythology which requires 
federal spending to be mostly for weapons. 


Link number five is the need for an Enemy. Link 
number six is the use of ideology to indicate the 
Enemy and maintain his credibility. And the final 
link—number seven—is the need for war to keep 
that credibility alive. 

It is a short chain, but very strong. Dreams of 
breaking it pale before the heated power of the 
800 billion dollar economy which forged it. 


Alan Sophrin, who used to be a lawyer in Ohio, 
now lives in Vermont, where he and his wife are 
houseparents at a school for mentally retarded 
children. 
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Letters 


COMMUNITY: We 
Want Control! 


Barnaby Martin (‘‘ The Right Side of 
the Wrong Battle”, Feb 28) so ob- 
viously hasn’t read COMMUNITY and 
its aims. We do not claim to provide 
blueprints, but our editorials, ‘ Com- 
munity: What It Stands For” and 
“Five Steps to Justice”, at least set 
out the steps to be taken to achieve 
control over our lives. 


We do not know how Barnaby 
Martin’s Work Team “escapes from 
greed-based economic relationships ”. 
Most of us can’t escape, and do not 
wish to escape. 


We have been born into a system that 
we believe to be rotten and violent. 
We are faced with a greater com- 
plexity than Barnaby Martin would 
have us believe. There is the im- 
mediate need to feed our families and 
to alter the system. 


We believe that this can only be 
achieved by greater awareness of the 
worth of each person, the rights of 
each family, and the strength of 
organisation through each group. 


Love and Reason 


J think Allen Skinner (“‘ Reason, and 
the Need for Theory”’, March 7) has 
misunderstood me. I never said 
reason was dispensable. But can it, as 
ne maintains, direct and develop 
ove? 


If I love a plant, say, this means I 
care for it, want to look after it, and 
am interested in its progress. 

Without using reason—and without 
some knowledge and skill—I may 
nevertheless kill that plant. But no 


CORRECTION 


In Roger Moody’s article “ Nigeria: 
The Economic Pressures for Unity ” 
(Peace News, February 28) 
reference was made to “ members 
of the Foreign Office’s West 
African Committee, who had for- 
merly done service in the Eastern 
Region ”. 


This should have read: “the West 
African Committee, which repre- 
sents commercial interests in this 
part of the world ”. The Committee 
is not part of the Foreign Office. 


In order to establish contact we must 
communicate. Barnaby Martin is too 
far removed from reality to do this. 
For most people the only effective 
form of communication is what affects 
them—what is reality to them. 


So the greatest weapon we can use is 
the indignation that most people feel 
at being dehumanised through lack 
of worth in our jobs, and lack of 
control in our estates. At being, for 
most of our lives, production units 
for the profit of others. 


We are prepared to mobilise this 
power of indignation—and help 
people realise their dreams, or to 
stimulate the power to imagine a 
better way of life. 


* * * 

If Barnaby Martin knew the meaning- 
fulness and the decisions involved in 
deciding to with-hold rents, arouse 
public apathy, and counter the 
mass-media’s brain-washing, he would 
realise there are many roads to peace 
and equality. And that strikes at work, 
home and school can be one of the 
tools. 


“ Justice”, says Barnaby Martin, 
“surely demands that we look at the 
costs faced by Councils in running 
council estates and seeing whether a 
rise in rents is justified’. We are con- 
cerned with the injustice of Councils 
running our lives, making our de- 
cisions, profiting from our labour. 
They are part of a system of money- 
amount of reasoning, or anything else, 
will increase, or change the direction 
of, my love for it. 


Surely love either is or is not. It 
cannot be created or controlled at all. 


What worries Allen Skinner is the 
absence of any recognisable common 
theory or ideology in the rebellion of 
the young today. 

But ideology is not identical with 
reason. A crazy ideology may even 
destroy reason. 

If, as suggested by Allen Skinner and 
Anne Vogel, we wait till we have an 
adequate and agreed ‘‘ mental model 
of the world and society”, we shall 
wait for ever. 


Surely love, using—not used by—such 
reasoning-power, and other capacities 
as we may possess, is our only true 
guide. 

Francis Ellingham, 

The Flat, 215 Gloucester Road, 
Bristol 7. 


Horny Dilemmas 


Roger Barnard (“ Elimination 
Game”, March 7) is understandably 
indignant, but rather too ready to con- 
demn. 


All the statements he cites as display- 
ing contempt for human life, dignity, 
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lenders, manipulators, and coercion 
that we can do without. 


We wish to run our own estates—we 
already provide much of the brain, 
and all of the manpower that services 
the physical amenities of the estate. 
We are the modern battery chicken 
that lays the golden egg for the 
money-lenders and the council 
officers. 


But we cannot do this until we have 
re-created what all of us possess: the 
power to think for ourselves, to work 
together against exploitation. We 
believe that we must do this by 
tackling people where they are. Not 
where Barnaby Martin thinks they 
ought to be. 


If Barnaby Martin really feels that the 
aims of COMMUNITY, and some of 
the contents of the first two issues, 
do not contain any method towards a 
better order—or does not realise that 
the fact that tenants have attempted 
to launch a national paper is itself 
indicative of this—then he must re- 
tire to his Ashram for guidance and 
hope. 

COMMUNITY Editorial Group, 

2 Garnet Road, 

Hattersley, Cheshire. 


Letters—preferably short 
or they may be cut—must 
arrive at Peace News by 
first post Monday. — Eds. 


and meaning can be seen as sincere, 
if misguided, attempts to look at real 
problems in an humane, and human, 
way. 

Chief Constable Muir sees the horror 
of long-term confinement and the 
waste of society’s resources on treat- 
rey which has no rehabilitating 
effect. “= 


Crick and Thomas have a nightmare 
of an over-populated world containing 
more and more people who are rela- 
tively helpless and dependent. 


Ira Havelock Wilson (though here I 
feel on less sure ground) may have 
insight into the agonising problem of 
opposing sides who both believe they 
are right. 


The Judge and Defence Attorney in 
the Sirhan trial are faced with the 
unthinkable—a man who demands to 
be put to death. Their reaction? He 
must be restrained from what is, in 
effect, suicide. 


These are typical of the dilemmas 
confronting us today. Each of us must 
make up his mind about them. 


None of us wishes to commit an 
irrevocable act like euthanasia to re- 
solve them. Some of us would like 
someone else to commit one to re- 
solve them for us. 


We pacifists, I’m afraid, too often shut 
our eyes and cry “ No, No! ” to each 
horn of a dilemma in turn. 


The tragedy is that it is not a case 
of “boys throwing stones at frogs in 
sport”. If only the problems were so 
black-and-white! 

Joyce Mumford, 

Brailes, Green Lane, 

Chessington, Surrey. 


Roger Barnard replies: I’m aston- 
ished that Joyce Mumford can inter- 
pret the statements I quoted as she 
has done here. To understand all is 
to forgive all. Given our present 
position, it seems to me more prudent 
to remain at least a little ignorant. 


ABSENT FRIENDS 


John Arden is in Northern Ireland, 
and there is no Personal Comment 
from him this week. 


Roger Moody is away from London 
at present, and Projects has been held 
over. 


We apologise for any disappointment 
caused to readers by the absence of 
these regular features. 


DIARY 


As this ts a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1, Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers 
(and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News 
for your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return, From Circulation Department, 
§ Caledonian Road, Nl. 


14-16 March, Fri-Sun 


LONDON WC1. Fri 7.30 pm. Sat 10.30 am. 
Sun 11 am. Tavistock Hotel, Tavistock 
Square. International Biafra Conference. 
Delegates fee 10s. Students fee 5s. Details 
from Convening Committee, 13 Goodwin 
Street, London N4. 


15 March, Saturday 


BANGOR. Grounds of Cathedral. Bangor 
Pacifist Group, Biafra Fast. 


BIRMINGHAM. 2.45 pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Bull Street. Concord Film viewing: 
“A Plague On Your Children '’ (on chemi- 
oe and biological Warfare). Women for 
eace, 


GRANTHAM. 10.30 am to 1.30 pm. High 
Street. Peace News selling. Helpers wel- 
come. Grantham Peace Action. 


LONDON SW11. 8 pm. St Bartholomews 
Church Hall, Wickersley Road. Battersea 
Young Oxfam Social. 2s 6d. Music by the 
‘‘ Human Stack ’’. 


LONDON WI. 10.30 am to 5 pm. White- 
field's Hall, Tottenham Court Road. FoR 
Day Conference. ‘‘ Christian Foundations "' 
—a consideration of the pacifist faith led 
by Max Parker. 


16 March, Sunday 


HASTINGS. 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fish- 
market. Peace Action Centre mobile book- 
stall. Helpers welcome. INVOLVE. 


LONDON WC1. 3 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
London PPU Youth Association. 


17 March, Monday 


LONDON NW1i. 11.05 pm. Inter-Action, 72 
Chalk Farm Road (opp The Roundhouse). 
‘‘ Ham, A Cutlet '"—half-hour experimental 
production devised and directed by Ed 
Berman, director of Inter-Action and the 
Ambiance Lunch-Hour Theatre Club. Adm 
10s—unless members of the audience 
cannot afford this price, in which case the 
tickets will be free. Standing room only. 


LONDON SWI. 4 pm. House of Commons, 
Room A. Tea/Reception at the invitation of 
Mrs Joyce Butler MP. It is hoped that 
Mrs Coretta King will be guest of honour. 
Tea 7s 6d per person, paid in advance to: 
WILPF, 29 Great James Street, WC1. 


LONDON WC2. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. London School of 
Non-Violence. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane and David 
Granam, 58 High Lane, Choriton. Dis- 
cussion, local activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


18 March, Tuesday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. Dr Johnson House, 
Bull Street (Room 46), Mrs Olive Green on 
her recent visit to the USSR. UNA, 


HASTINGS, 7.30 pm. Centre for Studies in 
Social Isolation, 80 Norman Road, St 
Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. Open meeting 
and discussion group. INVOLVE  (Inter- 
national Voluntary Village Enterprise). 


LONDON NW1. 7 pm. Friends House, 
Euston Road. Gandhi Centenary Year 1969. 
Commemoration arranged by The Re- 
Hgious Society of Friends, Speakers: 
Horace Alexander, Lanza del Vasto. Chair: 
Fenner Brockway. Sybil Thorndike Casson 
will give a short reading from a work of 
Ganghi’s. Adm free, collection for FSC 
and War on Want Indian Projects. 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, 
Malvern Place, Kilburn Anarchists. 


LONDON SWI. 7.30 pm. House of Com- 
mons, Committee Room booked by Frank 
Allaun, ' The Nigeria/Biafra Conflict ’’. 
pea Lord Brockway, James Griffiths. 
P. 


LONDON WC2. 
Martin-in-the-Fields. 
Non-Violence. 


19 March, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. i The Crescent, King 
Street. Leicester Project. Libertarian, 
peace action and discussion. 

LONDON Nl. 7 pm. 3 Caledonian Road, 
Lanza del Vasto on ‘' Non-Violence '’, 
WRi. 

LONDON NW1. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity 
Theatre, Goldington Crescent. Folk Club. 
Bar. Singers welcome. Silver Collection. 


6.30 pm. The Crypt, St 
London School of 


LONDON WC2, 12.30 for 1 pm, Friends 
House, 52 St Martins Lane. Dr Patricia 
Lindop: “‘ International Aspects of 
Pugwash "', 


LONDON Wil. 8 pm. The Crypt, 242 Lan- 
caster Road. Music/poetry theatre with 
audience participation. Adm 2s 6d, 


20 March, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm, Friends Centre, 
Ship Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. 
‘“ The Freedom Folk '’—folksong, ballads, 
blues, and poetry. 

LONDON Ell, 8 es Friends Meeting 
House, Bush Road. Peter Drinkwater: 
ae to the Simple Life ‘'. E10/E11 


Touch wood, but I’m getting a 
feeling that the London Sunday 
Times and Observer may be about 
to decree that non-violence (of 
one variety or another) is in. 


As if we didn’t have problems 
enough without their clammy kiss 
of death. 


In recent weeks there have been 
book reviews by Satish Kumar 
and Peter Cadogan, chatty little 
diary items about the London 
School of Non-Violence, and so on. 


* * * 

Now that most improbable of 
developments—the kind of thing 
I might have predicted in a 
jocular mood—a four-page profile 
of Pat Arrowsmith in the Sunday 
les Colour Supplement this 
week. 


It’s a pretty wretched piece of 
work, too. Patronising and 
destructive. “Some unique, per- 
sonal need may force Pat to rebel- 
lion and to self-sacrifice, but like 
it or not; her sacrifice has been 
made in our name, and she has 
earned our sympathy and our 
thoughts.” 


* * * 
Pat is seen throughout as an in- 
dividual to be ceremonially 
admired, and at the same time 
explained away. There’s plenty of 
respect for her courage, none for 
her ideas. 


Also, pages of chit-chat and 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


amateur psychology about how 
she became the Kind of person 
she is, but no attempt to explain 
what she actually believes in 
political or ethical terms. 

* * * 

Instead, we get the suggestion 
that her political activism and her 
courage are purely the result of 
idiosyneracies of her childhood 
upbringing. 
All I can say is, I hope Irma 
Kurtz, who wrote the piece, has 
the integrity to pay the Sunday 
Times cheque into Pat: Arrow- 
smith’s account. 

* *K * 

The cover of the same Colour 
Supplement is graced by a more 
than beautiful young lady, illus- 
trating and justifying a ‘‘ Why 
Black is Beautiful” feature (the 
text certainly doesn’t, but then 
it’s only there to keep the pictures 
apart). 

If the Sunday Times will only in- 


troduce me to her, I promise Ill 
never again use the odious word 
Negro, but will, through thick and 
thin, call her Black, regardless of 
the fact that she is a beautiful 
shade of bronze. 


** * * 


A friend suggests that, since 
centuries of slavery and oppres- 
sion, and the state of mind that 
has led to the growth of mam- 
moth industries devoted to 
hair-straightening, skin-bleaching, 
and the like, are all symbolised 
by the Spanish word for black— 
ile. Negro—we should even the 
balance by starting to refer to 
white people as Blancos. 


Personally, ’'ve always felt that 
the right term should be Paleface. 
It has the merits of being des- 
criptive. I mean, if you saw a 
genuinely white man you'd 
probably run screaming. 


* * * 

If anybody is wondering whether 
all this preoccupation with the 
Sunday Times this week has any- 
thing to do with the fact that the 
by-lme John Ball is regularly 
appearing under stories in that 
paper, it hasn’t. 

Lord Thomson’s John Ball is not 
your John Ball. I’ve been around 
since the Peasants’ Revolt, after 
all, so I’m not going to start 
changing my name now. Accept 
no substitute! 


CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 ‘Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Personal 


ATTENTION, West Midlands readers. Your 
assistance would be welcome to help make 
Sponsored Walk for Vietnam Medical Aid 
(for MACV and FSC) on April 26 a 
success. Contact ‘‘ Help Vietnam’’, 11 
Serpentine Road, Birmingham 29, Tel: 
021-472 0300. 


BRITISH badges on sale in Holland from: 
Otto Boates, Beleislaan 2, Heiloo, Holland. 


CORNWALL, Trelana Private Vegetarian 
Hotel, Poughill, Bude. Home produced 
vegetables. Every comfort. Bude 2759. 


DRINGHOE Grange Peace Hut welcomes 
reactionaries to the decadent System. 
Dringhoe Grange, Beeford, Driffield, Yorks. 


DUREX Gossamer 21s three dozen. Feather- 
lite 13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s dozen. 
Personal Service, PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 152 Fortess Road, 
NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. Per- 
centage of profits to Peace News . 


Publications 


CBW Notes and Bibliography, Facts of 
chemical and biological warfare in outline 
form for speakers, organisations, and con- 
cerned human beings. 5s pp. J. D. Bernall 
Peace Library, 84B Claverton Street, SW1. 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial SubACeInUlaN 
to both for two months: 8s post free, 84B 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London Ei. 


RESURGENCE. Bi-monthly 3s, or £1 pa. 
Explores the basic causes of war, and 
currently examines dangers of centralised 
power. while seeking an_ alternative 
society, a ‘' Fourth World’’ where 
economic and political units operate on a 
human scale, under the control of people, 
not ‘‘ opinion engineers '’, Available from 
Housmans, or directly from 94 Priory 
Road, London NW6. 


SARVODAYA. Monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan Movement in India, may be 
obtained from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, London NI at 15s yearly 
or 1s 6d (post 3d) each issue. 


TRIBUNE. The leading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
Socialist, radical, and revolutionary. You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can’t afford to be out of touch. 
Every Friday from newsagents, or from 
24 St John St, London EC}. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 7254, 


LONDON area loan of room, hall, ware- 
house{ any condition) for spinning and 
weaving session for London School of Non- 
Violence. Please contact Jill Maguire, 58 
ae | Road, Richmond, Surrey. Tel: 940 
6725. 


WANTED: Duplicator. Urgent. Bill Hyde, 2 
Ulysses Road, London NW6. 


For sale 

GANDHI. Original drawing of a pleasant 
intellectual man for world peace, Size 
$2 in x 22in.—very worthy of display, £3. 
SAE for photograph of same. From K. 
Kenlaw, 18 Hutton Terrace, Bradford 2. 


Accommodation wanted 


VEGAN pacifist requires accommodation, 
including breakfast and evening meal if 
possible, in Lincoln area, nights 24-26 
March inclusive. Box No 895, 


Holidays 

LOCH LOMOND. 2/4/6 berth sloops with 
one 2/4 berth motor launch now available 
for charter on Scotland's loveliest water- 
way. Eric Wallace, ‘‘ The Chalet ’’, School 
Road, Rhu, Dumbartonshire 


VISIT the Socialist countries with the Lon- 
don CP Group Holidays. Two weeks, travel 
by air. Bulgaria, at Sunny Beach, Black 
Sea. Every Saturday, May-Sept, from £55. 
Sun, Sea, Socialism, Czechoslovakia, visit 
Prague and the High Tatras. £64 inclusive. 
July 19, Aug 2, Aug 16. Hungary, Lake 
Balaton and Budapest, A marvellous two- 
centre holiday, £60 all in. July 26, Aug 
2, and Aug 9. Soviet Union, 15 days. 
London-Leningrad-Moscow-Yalta. All travel 
by air. £104 inclusive, Fri July 11, Fri 
Aug 1. Write for details: A. Miller, 75 
Farringdon Road, ECi, 


Cinema 

FORBIDDEN Film Festival. Corman’s The 
Trip and Wild Angels. Robbe-Grillet’s 
Trans-Europe Express. Exclusive for New 
Cinema members. Subscription 25s. New 
illustrated programme free. 12 Woerdour 
Street, W1. 734 5888. 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647. ‘‘ Epitaph for George 
Dillon’, by John Osborne and Anthony 
Creighton. Last three perfs Fri, Sat, Sun 


at 7.45 pm, Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s. New 
revue opens Fri April 11. 
Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 


Caledonian Road, Kings Crosa, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Rord, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all neweagents. 
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‘Y know, one of the biggest problems we've had recently has 
been this Nigerian-Biafran situation’—March 9: BBC Radio 


iN NIGERIA 
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